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Judy’s legacy 
 

  

Her love of life, described by many that night as "contagious" and "hard to keep up 
with," was a common sentiment expressed at the beautiful memorial for Judy Elder. 
Held April 23 at the Art Gallery of Ontario–a venue chosen because of her love for art–
the memorial brought together hundreds of her family, friends and colleagues. Elder, 
who was general manager, consumer group at Microsoft Canada, passed away March 28 
of a brain hemorrhage.  

And now her ambition will also be honoured. Inspired by her example, a nine-person 
steering committee made up of business executives is working with the Rotman School 
of Management in Toronto to create a foundation that will provide innovative leadership 
training for Canada's brightest women on their way up. Contributing companies on the 
Judy Elder Foundation include Microsoft Canada, eBay Canada, E*Trade Canada, 
CIBC, Hewlett-Packard, Zellers, Deloitte & Touche and Bell Interactive. So far, 

$375,000 has been raised to support its creation.  

Judy Elder: 1954-2002  

At the gathering, invited speakers shared heartwarming and often funny 
stories that not only illustrated Elder's passion for work, but also for living 
in the moment. Dom Caruso recalled going on countless interviews for his 
first job and being asked repeatedly: "So where do you see yourself in five 
years?" By the time Caruso interviewed at Ogilvy & Mather, he thought he 

had heard it all. That is until Elder–the person who would give Caruso, now president 
and CEO of MacLaren McCann, his first job–asked: "So, Dom, tell me, what do you 
like to do during the weekend?" In addition to Caruso, other speakers included Frank 
Clegg, president of Microsoft Canada; Brian Fetherstonhaugh, chief operating officer 
at Ogilvy & Mather in New York; Colleen Moorehead, president of E*Trade Canada; 
Janet Kestin, co-creative director at Ogilvy & Mather in Toronto; John Gustavson, 
president of the Canadian Marketing Association; and family members Kathy Elder, 
Judy's younger sister, and husband David Powell.  

A Web site at www.judyelder.com has also been created in her memory, where others 
can share their stories of Elder as well as read a passionate speech she gave at a WTN 
breakfast March 7 in Toronto talking about women and ambition. Companies interested 
in being involved with the Judy Elder Foundation can find more information at the Web 
site, under "Foundation."  

 


